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"Spanish Harlem" is a song recorded by Ben E. King
for Atco Records in 1960. It was written by Jerry
Leiber and Phil Spector and produced by Jerry
Leiber and Mike Stoller.

Leiber credited Stoller with the arrangement in a
1968 interview; likewise, in a 2009 radio interview
with Leiber and Stoller on the Bob Edwards
Weekend talk show, Leiber said that Stoller wrote
the record's important instrumental introduction,
although he was not named. In the autobiography
Hound Dog, Stoller writes that he wrote this "fill" during
the piano accompaniment when the song was
introduced to Ahmet Ertegun and Jerry Wexler at
Atlantic Records, with Spector playing guitar and
Leiber doing the vocals. "Since then, I've never heard
the song without that musical figure."

It was originally released as the B-side of "First Taste
of Love." "Spanish Harlem" was King's first hit
outside of The Drifters, a group he had led for several
years. With an arrangement by Stan Applebaum
featuring Spanish guitar, marimba, drum beats,
soprano saxophone, strings and a male choir, the
song climbed the Billboard charts, reaching #15 in
rhythm and blues and #10 in pop. [The song was
ranked #358 on Rolling Stone's list of the "500
Greatest Songs of All Time." King's version was not
a hit in the United Kingdom. The song was re-
released in 1987 after "Stand By Me" reached #1.

Aretha Franklin version. In July 1971, Aretha
Franklin released a cover version of the song that
surpassed the original in the charts, in which Franklin
slightly changed the lyrics: from "A red rose up in
Spanish Harlem" to "There's a rose in Black 'n
Spanish Harlem. A rose in Black 'n Spanish Harlem."
Their version was number one on the U.S. soul charts
for three weeks and number two on the pop charts
for two weeks. "Spanish Harlem" was knocked off
the top spot by "Go Away Little Girl" by Donny

Osmond. This version also reached number six on
Billboard's Easy Listening Chart. Aretha Franklin's
version received a gold single for selling over one
million copies. Dr. John played keyboards on
Franklin's version, Bernard "Pretty" Purdie played
drums and Chuck Rainey played bass.
Cliff Richard version. Cliff Richard released his
version in 1962 on his album 32 Minutes and 17
Seconds. He also recorded a German version titled
"Das ist die Frage aller Fragen" with lyrics by Carl
Ulrich Blecher, which was a number one hit in
Germany and Austria in 1963 and a number one hit
in Switzerland in 1965.

There's a rose in Spanish Harlem,
A red rose up there in Spanish Harlem.
A very special one, It's never seen the sun
She only shows herself
when the moon is in her path,
And when all the stars are shining.
She grows up in the street
right through the concrete,
But soft and sweet and dreamy.

There's a rose in Spanish Harlem,
A red rose up there in Spanish Harlem.
With eyes as black as coal
That look deep into my soul
And light a fire there,
I'll lose control
I've got to ask your forgiveness,
I'll pick this rose and watch it grow
As it grows in my garden.

I'll pick this rose and watch it grow,
As it grows in my garden.
(There's a rose in Spanish Harlem)
La-la-la, la-la-la, la-la-la-la....
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A "Latin 8-beat" always means that the 8-beat rhythm is supplemented with percussion instruments of the
Latin music world (bongos, timbales, shakers, etc.), more or less freely (ad libitum). This is also the case
here, although it should be noted that every four bars - towards the end of the bar - an orchestral fill-in is
heard in the drum section - without interrupting the rhythm as a break. Two special features distinguish this
style: a) in the first place this every two bars recurring accompaniment phrase of MARIMBA (Marimbaphone),
which changes into a Marimba tremolo and b) in the Main2 the arpeggiating harp can be heard, whereby
here the octave of the harp depends on the used harp sample. With my Wersi-Pegasus this was the lower
octave - but may sound better one octave higher somewhere else! For me, "Advanced" always means the
string pad area (GM no.49 or 50), which can then be switched off with the ADV. button. With the newer
instruments I have placed this part in the letter variation "B" and "D". Have fun!


